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Bach — Magnificat in D Major

The pressing forward of the chorus to the words “omnes generationes,”
as if all generations, past, present and future, were intensely eager to join
in the praise, is here the marked feature. The theme opens on five repeated
notes and is an unusually strong one. It is polyphonic with a special intensity.
The rules of fugue are completely abandoned in the eager zest to portray the
situation. At two places the theme enters diatonically upon an ascending
scale with an intensity of effect that is overwhelming. The bass solo, “Quia
fecit mihi magna,” has the support of the organ and continuo. There is an
ostinato bass part which serves to strengthen the feeling with considerable
descriptive writing.

The wonderful duet for alto and tenor is supported by strings, 2 flutes
which duplicate I and II violins, and organ and continuo. It is full of the
soul of loving kindness. A very strong choris follows on “fecit potentiam.”
This is built in the style of a double fugue with two splendid subjects well
contrasted with each other. Truly this is a magnificant chorus. The “adagio”
at the close sums up the sentiment in a most unusual manner.

The tone painting in the aria for tenor is remarkably vivid. The organ
and continuo with an obbligato by the violins in unison furnish the support.
The picture of hurling the mighty from their seats and exalting the humble
and weak is a most vivid one. The violins must enter into the spirit of the
picture with great vividness and the tenor soloist must be able to command
the situation at all times.

In the alto aria *“Esurientes implevit bonis,” it seems that Bach’'s addi-
tion of the flutes, in the revised edition in D, reaches its most effective
application. The wonderful flute duet obbligati, sounding like the dropping
of manna upon the earth full of hungry people, forms a never-to-be-forgotten
picture, which is just as vivid to the initiated listener as any painting of such
a scene could possibly be. Filling the hungry with good things and sending
away the rich empty and unsatisfied is the spirit in which it is conceived.
One of the warmest and most tender conceptions is the trio *“Suscepit Israel”
for soprano I and IT and alto. Organ and violoncello (but not violone) are
prescribed for the continuo. This lovely weaving of the three womens' voice
parts is impossible to describe and when the conventional ‘“Tonus pere-
grinus,” the hymn tune representing the Magnificat, is played in unison by
oboi I and II in a glorious but subdued manner, one can only bow in reverance
before such a conception.

The next bit deals with a reference to old Testament concerning Abraham
and his seed. Bach has cast this in an appropriate form of older church
music. No support is called for except the organ and continuo. Two themes,
to “sicut locutus est ad patres nostrog’” and the counter theme to “Abraham
et semini ejus in secula’” form the basis for a strong double fugue.

The Magnificat ends with the “Gloria.” After a strong announcement by
the chorus and orchestra, the chorus opens wth interlocking, ascending pass-
ages in similar manner to the Sanctus of the B minor Mass. This occurs
three times in honor of the Trinity and is of outstanding significance. The
chorus then enters into the 3, meter and concludes in the style of the
opening number to round off one of the greatest conceptions in choral music.
This work is truly a great challenge to any choir and director worthy of the
task to undertake it.

1. Chorus: chorus and festal orchestra.

2. Aria: soprano II with organ, continuo and strings.

3. Aria: soprano I with organ, continuo and oboe obbligato.

4, Chorus: chorus and full orchestra without trumpets.

5. Aria: bass, organ and continuo (basso continuo).

6. Duet: alto and tenor, organ, continuo, strings and flutes.

7. Chorus: full chorus and full festal orchestra.

8. Aria: tenor, organ, continuo and unison strings.

9. Aria: alto, organ, continuo and flute I and II obbligati.
10. Trio: soprano I and II and alto, organ, violoncello and oboi I and II.
11, Chorus: chorus, organ and continuo.

12, Chorus: full orchestra and full chorus.
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12
NO 2. Et exultavit. (Arie fiir Mezzosopran.)
Combat et
Andante con moto.
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*) In den Einzelgesingen ist das Orchester in: Tutti und: senza ripieni, d.h. ungefihr in: groBes Orchester
und: kleine (Kammer-) Besetzung geteilt; die letztere gibt die eigentliche Begleitung.
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16

NO 3. Quia respexit. (Arie fiir Sopran.)
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NO 4. Omnes generationes (Chor).
Allegro maestoso.
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86 NO 8. Deposuit (Arie fiir Tenor).
Apga,ssionato, ma non troppo allegro.
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NO 9. Esurientes (Arie fiir Alt).
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NO10. Suscepit Israel (Terzett fiir Solosopran I,IT und Alt).
Tranquillo molto, ma sempre con gran espressione.
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NO 11. Sicut locutus est (Chor).
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